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any more, yet almost all thought it decent to pretend to credit Among the phenomena of the time this was surely the most singular Yet Caesar had been a priest fiom his boyhood, and why should he not be Pope? He offeied himself to the Comitia Committed as he WAS to a contest with the richest men in Rome, he spent money freely He was in debt already for his expenses as sedile He engaged his credit still deeper for this new competition The story ran that when his mother kissed him as he was leaving his home for the Forum on the morning of the election, he told hei that he would return as pontiff, or she would never see him more He was chosen by an overwhelming majority, the votes given for him being larger than the collective numbers of the votes enteied for his opponents
The election for the pontificate was on the 6th of March, and soon after Csesar received a further evidence of popular favor on being chosen pisetor for the next year As the liberal party was growing in courage and definiteness, Cicero showed himself more decidedly on the other side. Now was the tune for him, highly placed as he was, to prevent a repetition of the scandals which he had so eloquently denounced, to pass laws which no future Verres or Lucullus could dare to defy Now was his opportunity to take the wind out of the reformers' sads, and to grapple himself with the thousand forms of patn-cian villainy which he well knew to be destroying the Commonwealth Not one such measuie, save an ineffectual attempt to check election bribery, distinguished the consulship of Cicero His entire efforts were directed to the combination in a solid phalanx of the equestrian and patrician orders. The danger